Autoimmune blood dyscrasias in five patients with hypogammaglobulinemia: response of neutropenia to vincristine.
Five patients with autoimmune blood dyscrasias and primary hypogammaglobulinemia are described. The autoimmune neutropenia in two patients rapidly responded to vincristine but was resistant to steroids. The three patients with autoimmune hemolytic anemia responded to steroids. Vincristine is therefore the drug of choice in patients with autoimmune neutropenia and hypogammaglobulinemia and is preferable to a trial of steroids in severely ill patients. Two of the patients had increased numbers of circulating T suppressor cells for in vitro immunoglobulin production. It is therefore unlikely that the autoimmunity in these patients is based on a lack of such suppressor cells.